
City of Independence 
Heritage Commission Meeting Minutes 

 
Meeting Date:  November 7, 2017 
 
Location:  Council Chambers, City Hall 
 
Commissioners Present: Amy Hart, Jim Gray, Rohn Grotenhuis, Dan Pierce, Sam Rushay, 

Diane Reuter, and Grant Watkins Davis   
 
Commissioners Absent:  Carol Dage and Jean Kimball 
 
Staff:   Wendy Shay, Historic Preservation Manager 
 
I.   AGENDA   
 

A request was made by Ms. Reuter to change the order of the agenda. Certificate of 
Appropriateness requests were changed to be heard in the following order 1) 604 West Maple 
Avenue, 2) 1128 South Hocker Avenue, and 3) 710 West Maple Avenue. It was moved by 
Mr. Gray, seconded by Ms. Reuter and approved 7-0 to accept the agenda as amended.   
 

II.  MINUTES 
 

It was moved by Ms. Reuter, seconded by Mr. Rushay and approved 7-0 to accept the 
meeting minutes of October 3, 2017.  
 

III.  CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS  

   The Chair read the “Introduction Statement” into record at this time.  

A. HC#014-17–604 West Maple Avenue 

Staff presented the item to the Commission. The property owner requested approval of 
site improvements including an addition on the building.   
 
Jason Barnes, representative of the property owner, was present to represent the request.   
 
After some discussion, it was moved by Ms. Reuter, seconded by Mr. Watkins Davis, and 
approved 7-0 in favor of the proposal, subject to the following condition:  
 
1) That the City’s horticulturalist is consulted for direction on protecting the mature tree 

at the rear of the property prior to and during construction.   

B. HC#013-17–1128 South Hocker Avenue 

Staff presented the item to the Commission. The property owner requested approval of  
demolition of the single-family home and the associated garage.  
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Pastor Kelley Smith, a representative of the owner, was present to represent the request.  
 
Pastor Smith confirmed that once cleared the lot would be seeded. He also stated that the 
house was last occupied about two years ago. 
 
David Brewer, 321 E. Partridge Avenue, Independence, spoke in favor of the project.  
 
After some discussion, it was moved by Mr. Rushay, seconded by Mr. Grotenhuis, and 
approved 7-0 in favor of the demolition of the house and associated garage, subject to the 
following condition: 
 
1) That features such as the 2/2, double hung sash windows, wood flooring, etc. are 

offered to Habitat for Humanity for salvage prior to demolition.   

C. HC#012-17–710 West Maple Avenue-cont’d from October 3, 2017 

Staff presented the item to the Commission. The property owner requested approval of 
the demolition of the single-family home and associated garage.  
 
Kay and Moreta Hartman, applicants and owners of the adjacent Higher Ground Hotel, 
200 North Delaware Avenue, were present to represent the request for demolition.  
 
Brian and Sharon Snyder, 410 West Farmer, spoke against the demolition of either the 
house or the associated garage citing a loss of integrity within the local and National 
Historic Landmark District.   
 
Several Commissioners expressed their concern about the loss of a contributing building 
in the local and National Historic Landmark District.  
 
After some discussion, it was moved by Ms. Reuter, seconded by Mr. Rushay, and denied 
by a vote of 0-7 to approve demolition. 
 

IV.   REPORTS & COMMENTS 
 
A. Public Comment 

 
There were no comments by members of the public.  
   

B.  Heritage Commission 
 

Several Commissioners expressed interest in opportunities for training.  
 
Ms. Shay stated that she would seek out those opportunities and share them with the 
Commission. 
 
  
 



 3

C.  Staff  
 

Staff reminded the Commission that the holiday gathering would be held at the 
Courthouse Exchange on December 5, directly after the December Commission meeting. 
 

V.  ADJOURN 
 

It was moved by Mr. Grotenhuis, seconded by Ms. Reuter, and approved 7-0 to adjourn.  


